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Hutchinson Community College cafeteria
renovations are definitely worth a visit to
campus. Students, faculty, staff and
community members are all enjoying the
five major stations to choose from, as
well as a large salad bar. It is a beautiful
addition to the college campus. Included
in the renovations is a Grab & Go store
that includes a coffee/tea bar, breakfast
burritos, sandwiches, hot dogs, pizza,
popcorn, snacks, other drinks and more.
Come check it out for breakfast, lunch or
dinner. Due to the upcoming holidays,
hours may vary. Starting January 10th,
2022 cafeteria hours for hot meals will
be 7am to 8:30am, 11am to 1:15pm and
5pm to 6:30pm.
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HutchCC’s alumnus and documentary photojournalist, Michael Bracey
still calls Hutchinson home after all of these years. Bracey and his family
moved to Hutchinson when he was just 5 years old. His mother worked
for Hutchinson Community College in the Science Department during
the 1960’s and 1970’s as a Chemist Assistant. After graduating from
Hutchinson High School in 1976, he then attended HCC, graduating with
his Associates Degree in 1978. During the course of his educational
journey at Hutch, he took his first formal photography class under
faculty member Wanda Allen. She quickly became his favorite
instructor on campus. “I remember very valuable lessons learned from
Mrs. Allen. Whenever I would ask her a question, she would answer it
with a question which made me think for myself.”

Bracey also was a part of the photography team for the newspaper and yearbook on campus. He holds a
Bachelor’s Degree in Communications from Webster (College) University, St. Louis, and a Master’s Degree in
Interdisciplinary Arts from Columbia College, Chicago.
Michael Bracey has had a very successful career as an award-winning Chicago based photographer that has
lectured and exhibited throughout the United States and abroad. His work has appeared in The Journey: The
Next 100 Years, a historical book created by the Chicago Alliance of African-American Photographers
(CAAAP) in conjunction with Roosevelt University Press, the Chicago History Museum, and the Chicago
Tribune newspaper. Bracey has received awards, grants and a fellowship for Africans Within the Americas,
a ten-year project of travel to twelve different countries documenting commonalities among people of
African descent, which resulted in a traveling exhibition and a book. Some of his other books include Urban
Waters, People-Places-Peru, The Black Christ Festival of Portobello (Panama), Ten Days in Morocco, It’s All
About the Hat’s, River of Women and Ten Days in Guatemala. In 2017, Michael created a photo story called,
Welcome to the Kansas State Fair! It touched on the fair in the eyes of a returning visitor.
Even though he now calls the Chicago area his home, Hutchinson will always have a special place in his heart.
“As a documentary photojournalist, I have
been privileged to travel and experience
many cultures and publish a few books.
When I have a decent body of work, I always
like to debut it in Hutchinson, because this is
where my foundation began. I am extremely
grateful for the kindness and support from
the community.” stated Bracey.
You can see more of Michael Bracey’s
exceptional work at
www.michaelbracey.photography.
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Meet the Mullen’s

Class of 2005

The dynamic duo and alumni, Tyson (Leoti, KS) and Emily McCurry Mullen
(Burrton, KS) met while attending Hutchinson Community College, class of
2005. While at HutchCC Emily was a part of the Student Ambassador
Program and a member of the school dance team, the Dragon Dolls. Tyson
was a scholar with the Presidential Leadership Program.
Their experience at HutchCC was something that will stay with both of
them for a lifetime. “I attribute much of my success at the graduate and
professional level to my growth at HCC. It helped me gain the confidence
and interpersonal communication skills that still helps me be successful .

The leadership attributes I gained at HCC allowed me successfully to be the class president all four years of
pharmacy school at the University of Kansas and be a national student representative on the National
Community Pharmacy Association Student Leadership Council and a national advisor for Compliant
Pharmacy Alliance, a pharmacy purchasing coop of nearly 2,000 independent pharmacies.” stated Tyson
Mullen.
When asked who their favorite instructors were while attending Hutch, they both agreed that Dr. Tricia
Paramore was on the top of the list. “Hands down Tricia Paramore was my favorite professor. Her teaching
style really appealed to me. She is just a very caring person. She encouraged knowledge in science that was
contagious and uplifting for the students, even though the curriculum was quite tough.” stated Emily.
Tyson also had a few other favorites on campus. “I have tremendous respect and thank Dr. Ron Pfister who
was my pre-pharmacy advisor and my first chemistry professor. He helped me navigate the proper course
work and schedule to prepare me for pharmacy school and I am forever grateful to him for that.”
“I also would like to recognize Cindy Keast for her amazing
encouragement in the Endowment office and the
opportunities her office put forth for me to aid in my
personal growth will never be forgotten.” stated Tyson.
After Hutchinson Community College, Emily received her
Bachelor’s in Human Biology and also received her
Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing from Fort Hays State
University. Tyson attended the University of Kansas and in
2009 graduated as a Doctor of Pharmacy. Tyson and Emily
were married in August of 2008. Today you can find
them in Ulysses, KS where they own Grant County Drug,
Next Door gift shop and also Lakin
Drug Store in Lakin, KS. They are
very involved within the community.
The Mullen’s have two daughters
that keep them extremely busy with
4-H, dance, piano, church, gymnast
tics and much more. In their spare
time Tyson loves to hunt and fish
while Emily enjoys scrapbooking.
Their favorite place to visit is
Colorado and Emily’s parents near
Hutchinson. Emily’s father is also a
Blue Dragon Alumnus.
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Dr. Megan Bartley
HutchCC Alumnus, Dr. Megan Bartley, is the definition of an overachiever.
Megan grew up in Partridge, Kansas and attended Haven High School.
Bartley came to HCC in the fall of 2014. She jumped in and immediately
embraced campus life. She was involved in Student Government Association as Public Relations Officer and then Student Body President. Along with
being a Leadership Scholar, Phi Theta Kappa Officer, Social Dance Club
Chair, a part of Circle K International and SPARK Vice President.
When asked why she chose Hutchinson Community College, Megan stated,
“I chose HCC for their student to professor ratio, the unique leadership
opportunities they provide, locations and affordability. HCC had a
tremendous impact on not only my educational journey, but my personal
and professional growth. I was supported by staff and my peers to excel
academically, while also assuming various leadership roles on campus.
Class of 2016
These extracurricular leadership experiences fostered my ability to take
initiative and be an agent of change in my pursuit of higher education and
career as an occupational therapist.”
Bartley had many wonderful professors but her favorite would have to be Coach Nac, (Dan Naccarato).
“Coach Nac was my favorite instructor at HutchCC. He made our leadership class memorable and engaging,
while enhancing our skills and emerging leaders.” she stated. “I still keep in touch with many of the staff and
faculty at the college, as they became dear friends, and I will be forever grateful for their unending love and
support.”
After graduating in 2016 as a Sociology major and receiving her Associates of
Arts Degree, Bartley spent a year in Edinburgh, Scotland to pursue her
Sociology degree. She received an Undergraduate Certificate of Higher
Education in Sociology in 2017 and then headed to the University of Kansas to
finish her Bachelor of Arts in Sociology, graduating in 2018. While attending
KU she started a baking ministry for international students called, Recipe for
Life. In the Spring of 2018 she was accepted into the #1 occupational
therapy program at Boston University, where she continued Recipe for Life
and expanded her newly-founded baking business, Blessed Mess Baked
Goods. To complete her doctoral studies, she completed her doctoral
capstone experience this past summer (2021). With her passion for
baking and cooking, in tandem with her heart for undeserved and
underrepresented people she felt she needed to address food
insecurity in Hutchinson. During the summer she developed and
implemented Kitchen Hero Academy (KHA), a 10-week healthy
cooking skills program for middle school students in the
Hutchinson USD 308 district. She taught the students to prepare
the food, how to budget and to eat healthy. With the end of the
KHA’s pilot program she then graduated from Boston University
with her Doctorate of Occupational Therapy in September of 2021.
She looks forward to beginning her career at a sensory clinic and
continue her work with Kitchen Hero Academy and Blessed Mess
Baked Goods here in the community of Hutchinson. If you would
like to know more about both programs your can find them on
Facebook.

BLUE DRAGON CHAT Issue 5

Butterfield Family Scholarship
The Butterfield name is synonymous with Blue Dragon
Men’s Basketball. Sam Butterfield spent 28 years at
Hutchinson Community College as the Men’s Basketball
Coach and Athletic Director. Throughout his career, Sam
was honored by induction in the Halls of Fame at the
National Junior College Athletic Association, Hutchinson
Quarterback Club and the National Colligate Directors of
Athletics and Emporia State University. The basketball
court in the Hutchinson Sports Arena, Sam Butterfield
Court, is also named in his memory. In early 2000, the
Sam & Jo Butterfield Scholarship was created to honor
Sam and Jo for their 28 years of service to Hutchinson
Community College. Upon Jo’s passing in 2004 and
Sam’s in 2016, Steve Butterfield spoke about his parents
commitment to the college and set a goal to endow the
HutchCC Men’s Basketball Program. The Butterfield’s
sons, Steve and Scott, have continued to raise funds to
provide a quality education to the HutchCC, basketball
players. In 2018, Steve Butterfield passed away
unexpectedly and the scholarship is now called The
Butterfield Family Scholarship in their honor.

Education is vital to the success of all. The Butterfield
Family Endowed Scholarship has been established to
provide all important scholarships to the HutchCC
Men’s Basketball Team. These scholarships help ensure the players can stay active in sports, and
more importantly spend time learning
without financial pressure.

Ways to give:


By phone: 620-665-3565

Online: Make a safe and
secure gift at
www.hutchcc.edu/giving


For additional information or
questions, please call Cindy Keast
at 620-665-3565 or by email at
keastc@hutchcc.edu

Page 5

BLUE DRAGON CHAT Issue 5

Page 6

Meet the Office

Caption

Jazz is a music genre that originated in African-American
communities of New Orleans, United States, in the late 19th
and early 20th centuries, and developed from roots in blues
and ragtime. Since the 1920s Jazz Age, jazz has become recognized as a major form of musical expression. Jazz is a of

Jazz is a music genre that originated in African-American
communities of New Orleans, United States, in the late 19th
and early 20th centuries, and developed from roots in blues
and ragtime. Since the 1920s Jazz Age, jazz has become recognized as a major form of musical expression. Jazz is a music genre that originated in African-American communities
of New Orleans, United States, in the late 19th and early
20th centuries, and developed from roots in blues and ragtime. Since the 1920s Jazz Age, jazz has become recognized
as a major form of musical expression. Jazz is a music genre
that originated in African-American communities of New
Orleans, United States, in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, and developed from roots in blues and ragtime. Since
the 1920s Jazz is a music genre that originated in AfricanAmerican communities of New Orleans, United States, in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries, and developed from
roots in blues and ragtime. Since the 1920s Jazz Age, jazz
has become recognized as a major form of musical expression. Jazz is a music genre that originated in AfricanAmerican communities of New Orleans, United States, in
communities of New Orleans, United States, in the late 19th

